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‘The Original Bedroom!’
Ancestral Home in Lake Arthur, Louisiana
“The Lee Joseph, Sr. and Anna ‘Gertrude’ Hensgens-Monlezun
Special Collection!”

This is Mom and Dad’s small, very small master bedroom...theira f£1943 ~ 1984!
The crucifix over the original bed was a wedding gift August 13, 18d1lwas removed
only from September 1999 through December 2000 where it hung overcaér her
Lake Charles 8 Street home, and beneath it she died Tuesday November 28, 2000. Mom
was taught handwork by her mother; the marvelous crochet bedspretabbecloth was
lovingly handmade by her hand for her marriage trousseau! TheHotwgraphs above
the bed are their baby pictures and their last photograph onidkisThe Knights of
Columbus and Catholic Daughter of America magazines have nepgestarriving in
this spot! The stack of National Geographic magazines wasaddyDeft them in his
nook for this is where he would relish them at attention just walitingis hungry mind
to take it all in before lights out! He loved to read! Mom kept onsiae of the bed nook
the little ‘Catholic Book of Names!” and yes, used it ten tindisis wonderful to
imagine them lying there excitingly reading the namesaine down to this...Daddy
named the 6 boys (all middle names are Joseph so that was§ ghe Mom named the
4 girls! This is the bed by which they knelt on their knees sidside each night and
fervently prayed in supplication and thanksgivingiv.leadkindlylight.net/Remembrances #14
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One Christmas Daddy found a set of his children’s baby shoes under thenesloES on the
right were worn by my two older brothers 1943 through 1945 and had already been given to
Daddy a few years before. The bronzed pair on the left worn by the next sddeench®46
through 1959! The tenth child had his very own pair of brand new shoes!! Mom'’s loming a
grateful Christmas card which lives between the sets of shoes &ltty vhom she called
“Hon...!"

...Cherished they are.

1) Next to this well used table is a working rotary phone which my youngest oiexe |

to use because it is so old and unusual; she calls her friends from the ‘round phone’!!!
She was thrilled to discover this antique and amazed that we could remember how to use
it The very old kerosene lamp holder and ‘shade’ was also found on the back shelf of
the closet which means...you're right...it is of the 1904 vintage!! It draws many a
comment! (I was recently visiting in the 71 year old 5 and 10 Cent Store on Maih Stree

in Rayne, LA and saw almost this exact vintage piece with the lamp but withoutritize shi
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back!) Mon Dieu!! Cradled in its nook is the ring pillow used in the weddings of their
children,

This special collection is of their First Communion treasures; theirdisstries, prayer

books and cards. Their adult prayer books and rosaries are here as is our two christening
dresses, one hanging from the lamp and the other in a shadow box! Mom’s rosary was
carried in the bridal bouquet for the wedding of my niece Katherine Anne! | lotte tha

Our christening cape just made its way back to this collection and sits proudly on the old
lamp! Here is a photo of Lee Joseph, Jr. and Mom holding the cap as well as Daddy
proudly holding niece Sarah Elizabeth wearing the precious cap. Mom’s Eucharisti
Minister certificate completes this vignette!

2) The larger-but-not-by-much-closet was THE closet which no onbal@ve but when
you washed every day, daily manual labor and homemaking chorgasgalidn’t need
many clothes!! And when you did, you made them and the used cloérescut up for
rags! The belt rack is as old as the Book of Genesis; thepap#r is original to the
home!! You just have to love it! Each time Mom was withla¢dibaddy would order a
beautiful Sunday maternity outfit from the Spiegel catalogue!v&aseable to hold on to
seven of these classics and they are wonderful to behold as theydratyand all in a
row in this closet. Daddy’s seersucker suit, his double-breasi Wedding suit is here
along with their wedding shoes. The razor strap lying the shéroken from age not
from whipping (!) and Lee Joseph wants me to take it in for répHirs older than he is
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but I will try!!ll Mom’s shoes from the 40’s are a grand hittwihe young girls on Tour!
They can’t believe how stylish they are!!!!

3) The dresser is surrounding by two original windows of the home. Mom had sixty-three
windows replaced in this home and two are here holding photos of old in black and white
with labels! Everything is labeled!! The miniature man and woman with thmaliggil

sat on top of their wedding cake and peer out from the little shadow box as well as
Mom'’s glasses which she wore at nineteen years of age, a cuff link &f. Dagtely

little strings-of-things that pluck the heart I'll say! Intereghjnenough two pictures ‘At

the Foot of the Cross’ and the ‘Holy Family’ were found in the back of the clothes clos
facing the wall. There condition suggests they are original to this homettyr gose to

it!! I love them as they smile upon all now that they are free!
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Framed on the dresser...

“MOTHER” Like the song ‘the word that means the world to ,nike my mother of
whom | have so many thoughts | remember while taking care ofhilgren. To give

details would require many book volumes. | have been asked so mamsy time do

you do it?” Remember they come one at a time, everyday you knowyahatre going
to do, that makes life easy. Staying home and taking care of fiddren can be joy.
When you think about it, it is for a short time they are with youif@bd calls some
back to Him, at least you had some time to enjoy them. Our ahilthes only loaned to
us, now we know where they are and that is a goal every mothertbhogpaseve. Don't
worry about the parties or miss vacations you cannot take. Thalkeaigs time for those
things. When God calls your children back to Him, at least youiheto enjoy them,
so our children are only on loan to us. Written by Gertrude Monlddother of the
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Year 1984, Catholic Daughters of America. (My Silent Retradiek, especially the
Home School Moms, read and re-read these loveliest and truest of words.)

4) The closet under the stairs was the second of two and was filled with Dad’s work
clothes and currently their coats. It is quaint and deep! The envelope on the doosframe i
a list of all to be cleaned (per room) for our at-one-time a year Annivefsdyyup-Day

on Arthur Avenue...the way | was taught to clean... totally from top to bottom! My

eldest nephew and his wife spent the night once and while she was in the shower he was
reading the list. He immediately called to her to hurry and finish for thasemuch to do

before they could leave!!!! Now | giggle every time | see the list!!
www.leadkindlylight.net/Remembrances #69
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5) Dad’s Knights of Columbus patches, sword and photos of he and Mom at convention
along with Mom’s Pink Lady certificate is here and her Catholic Daughtéeodf ¢ar

plaque with medals in a little container connoting their lives lived for the fdm and

Daddy purchased the unique large wooden rosary while visiting Héctor and | inRbxssta

Central America in the late ‘70’s.

6) The wall clockwise is filled with family photographs in order of yeaetakll the way
to our last with Mom in 2000. The center of the circle is of their earliest adult pdnados
their wedding day!

The wonderful and cherished little baby bed is where the ten little ones siefardis
(1943-1961) right next to Mom who had the outside side of the bed; if we were fussy she
would reach over and rock the cradle! If the baby continued with its’ vocal chorus she
would flip around in the bed, slip her foot through a slat and rock while she slumbered!!
It now holds various newsletters and retreat schedules that are avaitable $dent
Retreatants to take home with them...oh...and a pair of baby shoes and the diaper pins
used for applying the old fashion way! Also a Baby Book filled in by Mom and Dad on
the birth of their first child ~ the other nine never made it into the book except for the
‘Shots’ page for the entry of the first to have the measles, chicken pox, etc.!!'lyShort
after that entry were five or so more names with the same malady andhots® It's

called the domino effect or getting- little- sleep-time...bless theit$lear
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The stroller, one of my favorite pieces, is tucked under this bed. | remembemike it
yesterday pushing Veronica Gertrude and Dominique Joseph in this carriage; tiee handl
and foot rest is in the attic! Many recognize it as being the one they remsoniell!!

Ah, vintage!!!
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In 2008 the walls, ceiling and trim were painted in the original colors and the 1950’s
shag carpet was pulled up to reveal 109 year old pine floor planks in perfect
condition!! Thank God!

| left a piece of the carpet in the closet just for the memories! One daywil finish
this floor but in the meantime it is covered with a myriad of rugs!

To read, think and journal in this room is beyond description.



